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Erada (Intention) 



The country has been 
destroyed during the 
conflicts of the past two 
decades. Most of our 
experts in many fields 
were forced into exile, 
and are now living in 
foreign countries, waiting 
for peace and stability, so 
they can return and use 
their skills in the 
reconstruction of 

Afghanistan. 

At the present time, 
because the situation 
appears relatively 

peaceful, some Afghan 
experts have returned and 
are occupied with the 
reconstruction of the 
country. We can benefit 
from their education and 
experience in solving 
social, economic and 


political problems in our 
country. 

Afghanistan would benefit 
greatly from the return of 
the many educated 
Afghans who continue to 
live abroad. We can 
achieve this goal if we 
offer these refugees a safe 
place to come home to, and 
a sense that they will be 
warmly welcomed when 
they arrive. If we really 
love our destroyed country, 
if we really want to be self- 
sufficient, if we want 
peace, and we try from the 
bottom of our hearts to 
stabilize our country, then 
we should put the interests 
of our nation before any 
desire for personal gain. 
People here should be 
thinking about their 


country first, not just 
themselves. A 

proud and successful 
nation is one which 
pulls together to 
address the needs of 
the country. 

“Victory” should 
now means assisting 
one another in a 
critical situation, and 
sharing our 

experiences. 

We hope all Afghans 
will feel for their 
country, and we 
encourage Afghan 
experts in all fields 
to return to their 
homeland, and help 
us in the 
reconstruction of this 
destroyed country. 


Following in the 

Taliban’s Footsteps 


The Supreme Court 
has outlawed cable TV 
networks, saying that 
they are against Islam. 
It would be fine if they 
could give the reasons 
for doing this. 
Otherwise, it seems as 
if the Taliban are still 
in power. Keeping 
girls away from 
education, preventing 
women from work, 
banning television 
programs. banning 


taking 

prohibiting 

activities 


pictures, 

cultural 

and 


celebrations, destroying 
libraries and burning 
books, destroying statues 
- all these were done 
because they were said to 
be un-lslamic. 

This could just be the 
beginning - we might 
face more of it in the 
future. 

Since we have freedom 
of the press here now, we 
would like to say that 
these kinds of decisions 
could be a big obstacle to 
development, and could 
alienate the international 
community. 


Erada in fulfilling its role, 
which is to serve the country' 
and its citizens It now has a 
greater circulation in the 
capital and provinces. It has 
planned to take a big step in 
publishing and advertising in 
the country. 

Erada publishes 

announcements of missing 
children, mental patients, 
assistance of the welfare 


NGOs, Red Cross, Ministry 
of Education, Ministry Of 
Martyrs and Disabled and 
Immigration affairs free-of- 
charge. 

Erada charges for publishing 
obituaries, messages of 
condolence, and missing 
documents. 

Erada accepts 

advertisements from 

Government 


This decree from 
Mowlawi Fazal Hadi 
Shinwari is a pro-Taliban 
decision. 

The Nangarhar 

authorities passed this 
decision to the Supreme 
Court without even 
considering it 

themselves. It seems that 
the root of this decree 
lies with the authorities 
in NWFP, Pakistan, who 
collaborated with the 
Taliban. We have seen 
this kind of oppression 
before. 

MMMMVimMMUMMtm 

Administrations and 

Organizations at 50% 
discount. 

Erada publishes business 
advertisements, 
advertisement for publicity 
of the national traders, 
internal and external NGOs 
with 30% discount. 

Erada also gives free advice 
in arrangement of the 
advertisements and pictures 
for them. 

Address: Office of Erada 
Publication, Parwan Mina, 
Haji Mir Ahmad Street # 95. 

( Aimal Shafiq Dardmal) 
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People say: 

Opponents of the 
Transitional Government 
have brought remote- 
controlled bombs from an 
Arab country into 
Afghanistan 
People say: 

The Afghan director of one 
of the Mine Clearance 
NGOs has been deceived 
for the fourth time by 
“people smugglers.” Every 
time his family wants to go 
abroad, he is forced to pay 
the smugglers millions of 
Pakistani rupees. Every 
time his family pays the 
smugglers, the latter simply 
take the money and run, 
failing to keep their end of 
the bargain. 

People say: 

An Afghan NGO director 
finally bought a Five Star 
hotel in a western eountries. 
We congratulate him, his 
family, his relatives and the 
government officials and 
we hope the directors of the 
other NGOs have similar 
success in the same 
business. 

People say: 

Affer a year and a half of 
freedom, checkpoints have 
reappeared at Sorkhakhan, 
on the main Kabul-Jalal 
Abad road Those manning 
these posts have resumed 

America 

Provides Afghanistan 
Television Transmitter 

The United . States of 
America has provided a TV 
transmitter to Afghanistan 
Central Television. The 
transmitter will be capable 
of broadcasting to receivers 
within a radius of 120- 
kilometers 

Aziz Arianfar, director of 
television programs, said 
that they would begin using 
this new transmitter in 
fifteen days, and that it 
would provide television 
programs to Parwan, 
Kaposa, Logar and Wardag 
provinces. He added that 
they would also increase 
broadcasts to eight hours 
per day from the current 
five hour/day schedule. 

Japan has also pledged to 
help Afghan television 
increase its coverage to the 
entire country. 


Two Gunmen 

Arrested in PaN*ia 


United States Special 
Forces arrested two 
men armed with a 
Klashinkov rifles and 
a hunting gun in Paktia 
province near the 
Pakistan border. A 
third armed man 
escaped. 


extorting money from 
travelers. 

People say: 

Academic scholarships 
offered by overseas 
institutions are being 
monopolized by 

government ministries for 
the benefit of themselves, 
their friends and relations. 
People say: 

Nepotism is rife within the 
government; experienced 
and qualified people, some 
of whom once had posts in 
the government, are being 
passed over in favour of 
relatives and friends. The 
Ministry for Martyrs and 
the Disabled leads the pack 
in this business. 

People say: 

The director of the "Millie 
bus" (National Bus Service) 
claims that they have 
provided the people with 
new buses They say that 
they have given 
government ministries 
those vehicles which are 
inappropriate for use in a 
public bus service. But we 
all know that most of the 
ministries are using the 
new, imported buses for 
their transportation needs. 
It is not yet known if the 
"Millie bus" director has 
taken a bribe, or there is 

American Forces are 
searching for remnants of 
Al-Qaida and Taliban 
forces in Afghanistan. 
They have been attacked 
by rockets and light 
weapons many times, but 
news about the outcome 
of these attacks, 
particularly casualty 
reports, is scant. 

Mullah Racketi 
is Thankful to 
Americans 

Mullah Racketi, a well- 
known Taleban 

commander, has been 
released after spending 
eight months in the 
American military prison 
at Bagram. 

In an interview with Radio 
Azadi (Radio Liberty), 
Mullah Racketi said that 
he was not mistreated 
while he was kept in 
prison. He said in his 
interview that he wanted 
to inform all Afghans 
that they should not 
believe reports of 
mistreatment of 

prisoners by American 
troops, as he felt these 
were simply unfounded 
propaganda. On release, 
he Americans wished 
him a restful and 
successful life, and he 
thanked them. 
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something else behind this 
situation. 

People say: 

It is unclear why ministers 
and officials fail to publicly 
report the results of their 
meetings. Or why 

respectable ministers do not 
inform the public about 
their day-to-day activities 
Or why people who are 
failing to carry out their 
responsibilities have not 
been sacked. Perhaps they 
all related to one another, 
so noone can ask anyone 
else for an explanation. 
People say: 

Granting people titles 
like “professor,” 

“master,” “engineer,” 
“doctor”... was 

rewarding to those who 
could scarcely read in 
war time, and became 
very famous using these 
titles. Now. when there is 
peace, the disabled are 
hired as pilots, and the 
“sportsmen” who have no 
talent are sent to compete 
abroad. 

People say: 

Does the transitional 
government actually ask 
high-ranking officials not 
to hold down two jobs, as 
required by law? How 
many government 

officials have a second 
job or two, or own an 
NGO? 

(Khisraow Muhaya) _ 

Wanted: 

English- 
Language News 
Editor 

Erada News paper needs a 
fluent English speaking 
Editor to edit the 
translations of Dari and 
Pashto texts published in its 
weekly English-Language 
supplement. A native 
speaker of English would 
be preferred; a background 
in journalism would be a 
plus. Erada is targeting an 
English language 

readership with its 
supplement, and wishes to 
raise the quality of its 
contents Future plans are 
to publish the English- 
Language supplement 
daily. 

Interested parties should 
contact Erada on 070-279- 
304 or come by the office. 

Address: Parwan 

Mina, Cinema 
Baharistan, Haji 
Mir Ahmad street, 
house # 95. 


leminding: 

r .rada publishes twd 
lages in EngHsf\ 
}very Thursday. 
Thanks! 
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Can 1 support my family 
with this little earning? 
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Editorial 


Erada (Intention) 


Mr. Karzai! Do not create 
problems for yourself 


After the Bonn Agreement, when Hamid Karzai 
moved from Kandahar to Kabul, he announced his 
plan for armed militias, and has been condemning 
them by his comments, meetings and commands, 
which “Afghans welcome. Unfortunately, the 
situation has led to an increase in the number of 
aimed people since last year, and they have more 
power and opportunities for the time being. 

These militias annoy the people, and are becoming 
obstacles to development, but Afghans are sure that 
these people will not have power any more, and a 
firm law is going to replace them. The country has 
not gotten rid of these people yet. but Hamid Karzai 
has called for a National Jirga on the subject, and has 
appointed a commission for it. 

Afghans think that the Loya Jirga which led to the 
Transitional government was necessary. Both the 
interim and transitional governments have and are 
fulfilling their missions in accordance with the Bonn 
Agreement. This “National Jirga" is not part of the 
Bonn Agreement, and is thus thought to be a product 
of Hamid Karzai's thinking in response to present 
conditions, with armed militias holding onto power 
in certain areas, and the government composed of 
political factions. 

If the National Jirga is convened, there will be no fair 
selection of representatives, and it will create 
many problems for the government. 

Afghans expect that representatives to the National 
Jirgha would not come with the aim of helping 
the transitional government. On the other hand, 
they would have many disagreements, since these 
delegates will want to force the discussion of land 
and housing issues, and the appoinUnent and 


People talk 
about their 
problems 


Masooma, resident of 
Kabul city 

“About 30 women are 
working in the cookie¬ 
making, soap-making and 
cooking sections of the 
AWARD NGO located in 
Char Qalai Wazir Abad 
This NGO is funded by 
GTZ The women are 
working in two shifts due 
to their needs, but they 
pay us only 300 Afghani 
rupees per month, which 
we have not received for 
some months This NGO 
sells our productions, but 
never pay us the benefits. 
We ask those responsible 
to recognize our problem, 
and stop ’this NGO from 
doing such business.” 

Ghularn Dastageer, a 
government official; 
“Officials announced the 
new fare prices for all 
public transport a week 
ago, but the drivers are 


charging passengers as 
much they wish About an 
hour ago 1 got on to a taxi 
to go to Deh Afghanan 
since there was no 
government bus, but the 
taxi driver charged us 10 
aipees per head We told 
the driver about the new 
fare, but he did not care. 
So we went to ask the 
traffic officer, but instead 
of fining the driver, he told 
us that there is no law in 
our country.” 

Kareem, an official in the 
Afghanistan Bank: 

“The Minister of Water and 
Power inaugurated an 
electricity project which 
would provide electricity 
by using petroleum, but 
Kabul residents had regular 
electricity for three 
consecutive nights a week, 
and now they have it every 
other night fd like to ask 
them why the situation 
hasn’t improved.” 


replacement of 

government officials in 
their areas. They will 
also want to talk about 
the scholarships 

provided by foreign 
countries and donors, 
and many other 
important issues. There 
is a fear that the 
National Jirgha will be 
hijacked by delegates, 
who will be coming to 
it with a different 
agenda. 

Three Afghan 
Officials are 
Killed at the 
Border 

The Afghan Islamic press 
says that three 
government security 
officials working along 
the border between ' 
Afghanistan and Pakistan 
and a civilian have been 
killed. Some armed men 
attacked the officials 
while they were parking 
their car near their base. 
According to the report 
one of the attackers was 
also killed, while the 
others escaped. 

The report also stated 
that a rocket attack on 
Khost airbase led to no 
casualties. 


Serious 
Drought 
in Nimroz 
and 
Paktia 

Nimroz province is facing a 
very serious, unprecedented 
drought. The people of this 
province have become 
weary of their situation 
The little water they do 
have is sour-tasting. People 
spend half their income 
buying imported water 
from Iran at a cost of five 
Iranian rupees per liter 
A similar situation exists in 
Saved Karam district of 
Paktia province 
The heads of the tribes 
there have come along with 
their complaints to Kabul to 
solve their problems with 
the help of the Transitional 
government. 

Jalat Khan, one of the 
tribal leaders, warned that 
if the transitional 
government does not help 
them, all the residents of 
the province would be 
compelled to take refuge 
elsewhere. 

They also complained 
about the lack of the 
schools and health 
centers in their district. 


Disarmament Program 
Faces Problems in North 
of Afghanistan 


January, 30, 2003 


work when the forces 
from the eight armed 
groups belonging to 
General Abdul Rashid 
Dustom arrive. 


The disarmament 
program in the 
northern region faces 
problems due to 
disagreements 
between the army of 
General Abdul Rashid 
Dostom, leader of 
Jonbish ' lslami 
Afghanistan and 
commander of the 


Northern Force, and the 
forces of commander 
Atta Mohammad, 
leader of Jainiat lslami 
faction. 

The international 
disarmament program 
has failed to disarm 
Faryab province this 
time around, but they 
are going to resume 


Attention! 


The creation of the 
Ministry of Women is not 
accepted by the authorities 
in most of the provinces. 
More than one year has 
passed since the fall of the 
Taliban, but still no one has 
granted women their rights. 
Self-serving provincial 
governors, commanders 

and judges are ignoring 
directives by the 

nansitional government 
in this area. 

Dear sisters and Mothers 
living abroad, and the 
real victims of this 
society! 

Be aware that not only 


terrorists. Taliban and 
armed people, but also 
self-serving commanders 
and community leaders 
are running the 
provinces. 

Sometimes, they appear in 
the capital, or the 
transitional government, 
giving their comments and 
showing their true colors 
All you oppressed 
mothers and sisters 
should stay abroad until 
these people are no 
longer imposing their 
will on their 

communities. 

(Baktazh) 


Threatens 

International 

Security 

Captured members of Al- 
Qaida have disclosed that 
the Al-Qaida navy is a 
threat to international 
security. Newsweek 

magazine reports that 
Abdul Raheem-u-lnshri, 
a member of Al-Qaida, 
told the CIA that the Al- 
Qaida Navy has four 
strategies. One the 

attacks will be in Jablul 

Tariq on American ships 
by high-speed boats or 
submarines filled with 
explosive materials. 

Newsweek adds that 

Abdul Raheem had 

plotted to attack an 
American ship in Aden 
Harbor in the year 2000, 
and an attack on a French 
oil tanker off the coast of 
Yemen in the last months 
of the last year. 


airbase 

The US base at Baghram, 
north of Kabul, was 
attacked by rockets and 
light weapons last week. 
No US troops were 
injured as a result. The 
rockets were fired from 
107 meters distance, and 
targeted at the area 
around the base. This led 
to an exchange of gunfire 
fifteen minutes 

afterwards. 

US troops wounded one 
of the attackers. Two 
other US bases also came 
under fire from light 
weapons. According to 
the report by Radio Azadi, 
some suspects have been 
seen in the area. 


Attack in Pul- 
e-Khomri 


A trusted international 
source informs us that there 
was a hand grenade 
attack last week on 
Focus, an international 
NGO in Pul-e-Khomri 
city, near Mazar-e-Sharif. 
The explosion was very 
strong and destroyed a part 
of the Focus building, but 
caused no casualties. The 
NGO is concerned about 
the security of its 
operation, but security 
officials in the city have 
been unable to arrest the 
attackers. 

Focus is helping local 
people in house-building 
and agriculture. The NGO 
is funded by Sadrudin 
Aagha Khan, leader of the 
Ismaili Shi’a. 


Some armed robbers 
attacked an international 
convoy in eastern 
Afghanistan. The United 
Nation’s commission 
reports that the convoy 
was carrying aid 
materials. It was 
attacked in Hisarak 
region when one the 
drivers stopped the 
vehicle after seeing a 
dead body laying on the 
road. 

The robbers targeted the 
vehicles and killed two 
people, including a 
driver. Another report 
from Jalal Abad says that 
they have arrested one of 
the robbers, and one was 
killed during the attack. 
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